
http://www.translationdirectory.com/glossaries/glossary182.htm  
 

Barbecue † 
from an Arawakan language of Haiti barbakoa, "framework of sticks".  

Canoe † 
from Taino via Spanish canoa.  

Caribou † 

From Míkmaq qalipu, "snow-shoveler". 

Chipmunk † 

Originally "chitmunk," "red squirrel". 

Eskimo † 

From Old Montagnais <aiachkimeou> (/aːjasʧimeːw/) (modernayassimēw), meaning 

"snowshoe-netter". 

Guava † 

from an Arawakan language.  

Hammock † 

from Taino, via Spanish hamaca.  

Hurricane † 

from Taino hurakán, via Spanish.  

Husky † 

Ultimately from a variant form of the word "Eskimo".  

Iguana † 

from an Arawakan language iwana.  

Maize † 

from Taino mahís, by way of Spanish.  

Mangrove † 

from Taino, via Spanish mangle or Portuguese mangue.  

Moccasin † 

From an Algonquian language, perhaps Powhatan <mockasin>, reconstituted as */mahkesen/).  

Moose † 

From Eastern Abenaki moz.  

Opossum † 

From Powhatan <apasum>/<opussum>/<aposoum>, "white dog-like animal". 

Papaya † 

from Taino.  

Pecan † 

From Illinois pakani (c.f. Ojibwe bagaan), "nut". 

Persimmon † 

From Powhatan <pessemins>/<pushemins>.  

Potato † 

from the Taino word for "sweet potato", via Spanish batata.  

Savanna † 

from Taino zabana, via Spanish.  

Skunk † 

From Massachusett <squnck> (Proto-Algonquian *šeka·kwa, from *šek-, "to urinate" + *-a·kw, 

"fox"). 

Squash (fruit) † 

From Narragansett <askútasquash>. 

Tobacco † 

probably from an Arawakan language, via Spanish: tabaco.  

Tomahawk † 

From Powhatan <tamahaac> (Proto-Algonquian *temaha·kani, from*temah-, "to cut" + *-

a·kan, "instrument for"). 

Totem † 

From Ojibwe nindoodem, "my totem" or odoodeman, "his totem," referring to a kin group.  

Wigwam † 

From Eastern Abenaki wìkəwam, from Proto-Algonquian *wi·kiwa·Hmi.  
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